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SUBJECT: Security Review of TEAM Operations 


BACKGROUND 


1. TEAM, composed of five members, was infiltrated overland into Albania 
on 23 September 1952. Its principal mica ion va 0 to eatablisb a suitable 
winter w/T base in the Tree ova area and to contact resistance leaders in 
their area of operations. The TEAM was detected by an Albanian patrol 
shortly after infiltration and forced to retreat. Two members of the 
Albanian patrol were killed in the ensuing gun battle, but all members of 
TEAM successfully exf titrated to Greece. 

On 3 October 1952, the same five-man team successfully infiltrated into 
Albania and reached its operational area without mishap. TEAM was unable 
to find suitable quarters for the v/T set, but was able to contact various 
resistance leaders who placed themselves at TEAM'S disposal. TEAM success- 
fully exf titrated on 13 November 1952, bringing out OB information and 
intelligence pertinent to its mission requirements. 

TEAM remained inactive until August 1953 when again it was reactivated 
and dispatched to northern Greece for infiltration Into Albania. This 
mission was substantially the same as the previous year's but with the 
following additions: a) to attempt to determine the fate of Iden 1 (Apple/3) 
and to assist in the exfiltration of Idea 2 (Apple/2) ; and b) to attempt to 
set up an B A E net. TEAM infiltrated overland into Albania on 10 August 1953 
but was ambushed at the border two hours later. Two team members exfil- 
t rated in good order and without mishap on the sane day. On 17 August the 
remainder of TEAM exfiltrated with no casualties . TEAM lost one rucksack 
In the process of retreating to safety. 

On 7 September 1953 TEAM successfully infiltrated the target area. The 
team renewed many of its 1952 contacts and established new ones. TEAM, 
however, was betrayed by one of its local contacts and was subsequently 
ambushed. All team members eventually managed to cross into Greece, but 1 
es a whole, in poor physical condition. 

fERSOMEL 


iy.\VVV-\vY 


iy 'V v-vV .A 




WM 



2. The following is a list of the personnel involved in this operation 
and the principal roles they played: 
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Staff Personnel involved In 1952 TEAM Operation : 


tL 

C_ 

c 


C_ 
c . 


c 

c 

c 

c 



3 

3 


J 
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- Field Chief of OBOPUS project. 

- Operations Officer; instructed in reporting 
techniques; gave security, general and final 
briefings . 

* Assistant Operations Officer: instructed in 
message writing and reporting; assisted in the 
general briefing. 

- Radio graining Officer: gave all commo in- 
structions and commo briefing; conducted comao 
field problems. 

- Support Officer: assisted In giving instructions 

in map reading, compass, field problems, and hiking, 
plus performing general support duties. 

- Training Officer: gave instructions in map read- 
ing, compass, field hygiene, and weapons; assisted 
in field work. 

- Support Officer: assisted in field problems; 
handled household support duties; assisted in 
equipping. 

- Commo Operations Officer: conducted final commo 

briefing. 

- Comao Operations Officer: assisted in final 
commo briefing. 


Staff Personnel Involved in 1953 TEAM Operation ; 


. c_ 

C- 

C ' 

C 

c 

c_ 


5 

J 


J 
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Field Chief External Operations . 

Field Chief of OBOPUS project. 

Operations Officer: gave security and final 

briefing; instructed in message writing, report- 
ing, and reception committee procedure. 

Training Officer: gave instructions in map 

reading, compass, first add, hiking, field 
hygiene, and weapons. 

Radio Tra inin g Officer: gave all commo instructions, 
conducted commo field problems, end assisted in 
the final commo briefing. 

Training Officer: assisted In field problems and in 


assisted in field problems; 
carried out general support functions, and was 
responsible for equipping the team. 
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- Support Officer: assisted In weapons train- 

ing and field activities; acted as conducting 

^ ♦> A ** 

- Coramo Operations Officer: conducted final commo 
briefing. 

• Coraoo Operations Officer : assisted in the final 
commo briefing. 


- Agent and leader of Team. Operational clearance 
granted 17 July 1952. 

- Agent end w/P operator. Operational clearance 
granted 2 6 October 1950. 

- Agent. Operational clearance granted l4 Dec 1952. 

- Agent. Operational clearance granted 14 Bov 1952. 

- Agent. Operational clearance granted 6 Oct 1952. 

• Guide. Operational clearance granted 12 Aug 1953. 

- Guide. Operational clearance granted 20 July 1953. 

a. AIRWJ SE va a first picked up by the GREEK IS In 1949 and used by them 
In the THUNEBRSTQRM operations . Upon termination of this operation sub- 
ject was allowed to move to the village of Menidhi. Subject was recommended 
for operations to KUBARK by RHPUTLOG. After local traces and headquarters 
checks were made, subject was allowed to live in Menidhi until called up 
far use in the APPIfi operation as a guide. When subject returned from 

this operation be volunteered to lead a mission to the Mallq-Pogradec 
area where be believed he would be able to establish a permanent v/T base . 
Consequently, he vaa again maintained on the OBOFUB payroll while living 
in Menidhi until called up to act as the leader of the TEAM. 

b. RNDOLLAR was a member of JBPARSQN end was recruited there in 1930 by 
the Military Junta (Military leaders In HFHEIGH) end was sent to Wagness 
Estate where be received his v/T and other operational training. He was 
transferred to Athens in the summer of 1951 for infiltration during that 
operational season. When the remainder of the 1951 operations were call- 
ed off due to the failure of previous teams to contact the base by radio. 
Subject was held in the Farm training site with about 15 or 17 other 
agents, most of whom were sent to JBPARSOB about January 1952 until other 
arrangements could be made for their housing. 

The Farm training site was approximately 10 miles from Athena, in the lightly 
populated area of Voula. The training area was approximately 125 yards 
long and 45 yards vide . The area was completely surrounded by e foot 
high wire fence (heavy duty type) . The front and sides of the site were 
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Agents : 

AZKtnHE 

RHDOLLAR 

AIRBRAKE 

AIRSHED 

AIRBQRHB 

AIBASfi 

AERSPEAX 
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shielded by closely placed cedar trees about 30 feet In height. The 
enclosed area contained three houses; (l) the main house vbere agents 

tftmm a CA y VulCh 

had a garage and kitchen attached and vas used by the training officers 
as living quarters; and (3) o third house situated about 15 yards behind 
the second. This bouse consisted of two rooms. It vas used by the care- 
taker and his viffe who vere KUBARK -cleared personnel. The house vas rented 

by £ _Z3 who passed as a Swiss businessman who 

desxrea to use the location for himself and bis friends . As far as the 
caretaker and his vife vere concerned, the guests (agents) vere Brasi l ia n 
friends of CL Jv ho case to Greece for business end rest. At no 

time during the period that 0B0PU5 used the area did the owner visit the 
area without first calling CL- friend. f" , and 

being accompanied to the area by him, and only during those periods vben 
no agents vere being kept in the area. The Farm vas given up upon the 
termination of the lease In December 1952. 

In December 1951 RHDQLLAR vas placed In a hotel until suitable arrangements 
could be made to continue his W/T training. Subject vas moved to the 
Kiflaaia Bouse #1 and vas held there for his training until be vas moved 
to the Ranch training area for his final operational training. (See sec- 
tion 3, Training, for a description of the Ranch area.) With respect , ; to 
Kiflaaia Bouse #1, it vas picked In conjunction vitb the responsible cass&o 
training officer. The house vas situated about 15 miles from Athens in a 
lightly populated area. The house contained a basement with three rooma and 
a main floor vlth four rooms. The basement vas occupied by an elderly 
woman who was related in some way to the owner. Because SRDQLIAR had a \ 
good command of the Italian language he introduced himself to the woman as 
being an Italian. The woman vas cleared by the (SEEK IS. To our best 
knowledge she vas never told of his connection with the Americans and ve 
believe that he maintained good security throughout his stay at this house. 
The coano training officer also spoke Italian so It was Delft that some de- 
gree of language security was maintained while training was conducted at 
that house. Subject was allowed to leave the area unaccompanied during 
those times when he vas not actually studying. 

c. AIRBRAKE is t he brother of AXRHISE. Be was originally employed by 
the Greeks in the THUHEERSTORM operations and was recommended by his 
brother for use in this operation. Subject vas allowed to live at his 
home in Memidhi until final arrangements vere made for this operation. 
Subject vas then moved in the company of the other team members from 
Menidhi to the Ranch. 
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d. AIRBRED was recoramended for this operation by AIEW3BE. Subject 
had been employed by the GREEK IS In the THUNDERSTORM operations In 

-i c$% rs i r%trr\ ^ j» ^ .4. 

W*S« */*>■✓ WM« Me.4.V«K.i«* WV ♦ W.4M»»M (AW — ^-*,f AAWM^ 

from the time he was recruited until training began for the operation. 
Subject vas then moved from the area of Menidhi to the Ranch training 
site . 

e. AIRBORNE vas recocmended for this operation by AEWISE. Subject 
vas a former member of the THUNDERSTORM operations run during the 
1949-1950 seasons. Subject lived at his home In Menidhi until called 
up for training in regards to this operation. Subject vas then moved 
along vlth the remaining members of the team to the Ranch training site. 

f. AXRASH vas first recommended for operations as a guide by AIRVnSE. 

Subject vas interviewed by f~~ 13 aaJ £Z_ — \ 

After local traces and headquarters clearances bad been received sub- 
ject vas hired and allowed to live In Athens until called up for this 
operation. 

Training and Briefing : 

3* On 12 September 1952- TEAM, composed of AIHWISE, KNDQBLAR, A IRBR AKE, 
AIRBRED, and AIRBORNE, vas assembled and moved to the OBOFUS Ranch safe- 
house for training and briefing. The team members living in Menidhi ware 
picked 19 at a pre-arranged spot outside the town by C_ ^ 

and transported to the Ranch site In a panel truck. 

The Ranch training site vas about seven miles from Athens . The area was 
approximately 79 yards long and 90 yards vide. It vas fenced In an all 
aides by a heavy duty type vtre. The front side vas shielded by trees and 
bushed vhlch rose to a height of 19 feet. In the enclosed area were three 
Small houses; (i) a house by the min gate used to quarter the care take r 
and also used as a dining room for the agents; (2) a second house about ten 
yards to the rear of the first house vas used for classrooms and for storage 
of c rations and other supplies ; and (3) a main bouse situated in the middle 
of the area used by the agents as sleeping quarters. The location of this 
bouse vas far from Ideal because several bouses were near by, but It satis- 
fied enough of the field 's training requirements to justify its use . The 
Ranch vas situated at .the end of a seldom-used street vhlch led to a ■m»n 
range of hills. The area behind the Ranch vas used for field problems, 
forced marches, and as a firing area. 

The field took the following steps to Insure the security of the training 
area: 


a. Prohibited movements of agents outside the grounds unless accompanied 
by a training officer. 


, .r?r 

y \b : 
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b. Limited the care that entered the area. 

c. Limited the number of officers who bad contact with the team. 

e . Briefed agents so that they were able to answer any unexpected 
inquiries intelligently. 

f , Bod the case officer make spot checks of the training area In the 
evening to Insure that none of the agents were outside the limits 
of the area. 


TEAM members participated In an 6 -day training course which consisted oft 
map end compass problems; firing, assembling end disassembling of weapons; 
daily marches overland in mountainous areas carrying field equipment; sur- 
vival problems; first aid and field hygiene; use of concentrated rations; 
setting up and operating a radio set In the field and establishing contact 
with base ; a general review of types of intelligence of particular interest 
to base; problems in obeervaiion.and intelligence reporting; and selections 
of D/Z'a for body and supply drops* 

A general briefing was given to TEAM over a two-day period, bringing the team 
up to date on the present condition within Albania. Special attention was 
given to border crossing, since TEAM was infiltrating without a guide. The 
code name "TEAM” was given for use as a password only in the event of re- 
crossing Into Greece ; any runners sent out would use "TEAM SPECIAL" as code . 
Team members were Issued Identity and HT 8 BIGH cards, using aliases. In the 
event no radio contact was made within 10 days, TEAM was to send runners to 
the base with information on drop dates and D/Z. , A Field dispatch Indicated 
that TEAM was in excellent physical condition and morale was extremely high. 

Mission 

4-. TEAH'b mission was: (a) to establish a winter w/f base In the area of 

Tresova; (b) to conduct recMtfalseaace and determine conditions within Albania; 
(c) to send out Intelligence by W/P; and (d) to contact resistance leaders 
In the area of operations . TEAM leader, AIBKISB, would attempt to contact 
Xden 4 to determine what assistance his Korce net could give to TEAM. 

Traces were run by the field on Iderr* but no Information was found in the 
Athens Station files . TEAM was Instructed to establish radio contact with 
base immediately upon clearing the border area within Albania. In addition, 
TEAM was Instructed not to remain Intact throughout the winter months . The 
leader, V/T operator, and one other team member yere to stay In the country, 
the remaining two members were to exfiltrate to Cr'eece . 

On 22 September 1952, upon completion of tbeir training, the five-man team 
was moved out of the Ranch training area by means of a weapons -carrier. TEAM 
was delivered to the Athens airport approximately one hour before military 
personnel reported for work so that the loading of the aircraft could be 
carried out with as few people present as nos Bible . At 0730 hours the C-V 7 
aircraft carrying TEAM, with Cl > 13 and C3 <3 i as 
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conducting officers , took off for the flight to the Kaatoria airfield. 

The group waa met at the airdrome by one of the GREEK IS border officers 
r.r; ^ * Jrivcr vtc ccccrtcd ^rcup tc tbc ^ ^ ^ 4>w*» 

city limits of Kastoria. After the current border situation bad been re- 
viewed and the latest information received from the Greek border units on 
activity around the area of infiltration, TEAM was turned over to the ahkeic 
IB for transportation to the border area. TEAM, accompanied by the border 
officer and five armed soldiers, was moved to the border outpost at Kala- 
vichta by weapons -carrier . TEAM was held at this outpost until the hours 
of darkness and then allowed to make its penetration of the Albanian main- 
land on foot. Its immediate destination was the general area of Tree ova. 

In addition to the Greek border officer and the five soldiers mentioned 
above, all of the men at the Greek border outpost were able to see the t<t«n 
members; however, they were not allowed to talk to them or have any contact 
with them whatsoever. (The security hazard that exists set the outpost is 
of course serious, because at times there have been men from the Greek 
border unit who have gone over to the Albanians . However, this has been 
an exception rather than the rule. It is impossible to avoid having the 
team come in contact with members of the border unit on overland infiltrations.). 

TEAM was not accompanied by a guide during the border crossing due to the 
ina b i l ity of GADVEHT's office to supply one at this time. TEAM'S Journey 
was unhampered until three hours after the infiltration, when TEAM was 
detected and c h al l enged by an Albanian patrol of unknown size in the area 
below Bills bt . Firing commenced immediately and lasted for an hour and a 
half until TEAM reached the safety of the frontier. 

Imm ediately after the outbreak, seven vehicles were seen by the TEAM caning 
from Tresova, heading for the troubled area. According to a field dispatch, 
this fact was confirmed by Greek authorities ; however, the field suggested 
it was unlikely that the vehicles were dispatched as a result of the outbreak, 
due to the large number of vehicles Involved. 

During the fight, although two members of the Albanian patrol were killed, 

TEAM suffered no serious injuries. AHWISE suffered only mifior cubs which 
were treated by Greek authorities. However, TEAM lost 60 per cent of its 
personal equipment, including the radio set. According to TEAM, the loss 
of the RS-5 could not have been avoided. REDOLLAR, the W/T operator, re- 
ported that a fire grenade bit his radio bag, forcing him to throw the 
rucksack containing the radio and other equipment into a ditch which lay 
a short distance from the spot where the bag bad been hit. Equipment lost 
in the rucksack included personal clothing, toilet articles, a rifle, 
writing pads, pencils, cipher pads, three batteries, cigarette^ tobacco, 
and food. The signal plan was destroyed by the >j/T operator, who tore it 
into small bits and dispersed it piece -meal over the exf iltratlon route . 
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The field suggested the following possibilities to account for the presence 
of an Albanian patrol: a) word leaked out that an infiltration was to be 

offoCWu lu vmo uba , uy iXBueut ttiiBBwi lu tiiw tgeinsral arts a cttuueu Alimniuu 
authorities to increase their activities; and c) a supply depot of some 
type nay be in the vicinity and this would possibly explain the question 
of vehicle movements. The field further indicated that it was significant 
that TEAM met opposition further inside Albania than the usual frontier 
zone and that the enemy used smoke and fire grenades. Use of the letter 
rather than fragmentation grenades may have been indicative of patrol 
maneuvers in the area* Futheraore, field stated that the successful ex- 
filtration of TEAM was attributed to the quality of the teem and AIKWIBK 'a 
excellent leadership. 

TEAMS *s morale was high, the general condition was good, and the team was 
determined to carry on. Accordingly, TEAM was re-outfitted at Kestoria 
with a new set of crypto pads, crystals, RS-5 radio equipment and signal 
plan, all of which were rushed to northern Greece by plane on 27 September 1932 
Plans Were formulated with Greek authorities to re infiltrate TEAM on or 
about 2 October 1952. GREEK IS participation in the operation at this stage 
was limited to supplying transportation to and from the border. They were 
not present during the debriefing or re-equipping of the team. 

6. On the night of 3-4 October 1952, the same 5-member TEAM was infiltrated 
into Albania* On 9 October, base established V/T contact with TEAM and the 
latter reported that it was located beyond the border sons end was proceed-, 
lng northward . Although the field bad not expected that a guide would be 
available to TEAM at this time, AIRSFRAX served as guide, a fact which field 
learned after the event. AJBSPRAX bed been provided by the GREEK IB after 
TEAM had been turned over to the latter by our case offioers for Infiltration 
support* AIRSPRAY separated from TEAM and returned to Greece, reporting back 
directly to the Greek border \aaitl for whoa he worked, after completing his 
cross-border guiding duties . Since then be has been placed by the Greeks on 
one of the Greek Islands, ostensibly as a security risk. Actually he is 
believed by the field to have been bo placed to prevent his working for 
KDRARK, inasmuch as be had expressed a desire to work exclusively for KUBARK. 

Contacts were subsequently made between TEAM and base on 11 and 14 October, and 
TEAM indicated that it was proceeding to its area of operation where it was 
to set up a permanent V/l base. On 20 October, TEAM relayed a w/T message 
Which Indicated that the team was with friends and its work was progressing 
well. 

7. TEAM exfiltrated in good order to Greece at 1400 hours 13 November 1952. 
TEAM was forced to exfiltrate due to the lack of suitable winter quarters 
for the radio installation , and also to difficulty encountered in making 
contacts vith base. 
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During the period 13-18 November TEAM vae held at the GREEK IS safe house 
where they had been taken by weapons -carrier from the border. The delay 


4 m « w* ~ (WIHII Am 
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the GREEK IS of the team's safe arrival and secondly to weather prevent- 
ing our aircraft from flying to the Kastorla airfield. 


TEAM returned to Athens for debriefing on 18 November 1952. 

8. Highlights of TEAM'S operations: 

a. TEAM received information from one of Its sources that the Albanians 
Government was preparing for war and that material was being moved 
to more defensible deports o<ut side towns; 

b. TEAM acquired OB Information ; 

c. "host forces apparently made up a group which posed as a nationalist 
agent team and succeeded in Identifying one of TEAM'S bases In Krushove 



TEAM had 200 adherents In the Gore area, all In need of weapons and ammuni- 
tion, but ready to take to the mountains or exfiltrate to Greece . TEAM was 
advised to prevent any notes defection, as time and weather were not right. 
In the debriefing, TEAM reported that ite net was secure since each of the 
individuals listed below was contacted separately and was not Informed of 
other contacts. The leaders Were reported willing to undertake overt action 
within a 24 hour's notice. 


TEAM reported the following contacts In Albania: 

Idenlty 5 - employed at Maliq Sugar factory. 

6 - Array captain studying in Tirana. 

% HeJ&Sy- 7 - Medical officer. 

" 8 - Police captain; supplied TEAM with Information* 

” 9 - Can raise 60 men; BEAM lived at his home between 11-16 

October and 1-5 November. 

" 10 - can raise 17 men; supplied TEAM with food and Information. 

" 11 - Can raise 16 men; aided TEAM with food. 

? 12 - Can raise 35 men. 

? 13 - Can raise 40 men. 

” 14 - Can raise 22 men; TEAM lived at his home between 5-10 

November. 

" 15 - Can raise a large unspecified group in the event of open 

conflict . 


TEAM In addition reported that Identities l£, 17, l8, 19 with whom TEAM had 
had only indirect contact, could raise a force of men in the event of open 
conflict . Traces were run on all names reported by TEAM with negative results . 
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All possible information on contacts vas obtained during the debriefing, 
but in most cases TEAM members were only able to give the name of the 

9 ® infcnnstlon 

as to vbat aid they bad given the various team members in the past. 

The field made this observation regarding TEAM’S contacts, "If the loyalty 
of TEAM'S contacts were questionable, numerous opportunities existed far 
them to make TEAM'S presence known to the government." The field was satis- 
fied with the performace of TEAM, the information gathered, and the estab- 
lished net. 

At the end of the debriefing the TEAM members were released and were allowed 
to live In Menidhi until preparations were made to re infiltrate the team in 
1953. During this period each man vas given expense mo ne y In accordance with 
tbs provision of bis contract. During the periods when TEAM members were 
Inactive they were under survallance by the Aliens Office . In addition, 
they were required to be available for caseofficer visits at two prearranged 
periods each day. 

9 . By August 1993, the same 5 -member TEAM vas ready for re -infiltration into 
Albania. Its mission vas to be ; a) to contact resistance leaders in the 
area of operations; b) to conduct reconnaissance and determine conditions 
within the country; c) to send out Intelligence by W/P; d) to attempt to 
establishea Vinter W/T base within Albania; e) to locate D/Z’a for personnel 
and supply drops; f) to attempt to extend the net developed in 1952; and g) 
to attempt to set up a chain of persons from the border to the area of 
operations which could be used for establishment of an E & E net . 

TEAM was also to attenpt to determine the true fate of Identity 1 and Sub- 
sequently link up with Identity 2. The latter, still operating in Albania, 
would then be exfiltrated through TEAK, once TEAM had established itself in 
its operational cures. This plan vas considered to be the most practicable 
since TEAM was to operate within contact distance of Identity 2 and TEAM 
leader know the leader and personnel of Identity 2. 

CQMMEHT: Though such a plan was to be used only in the event that no 

other means were available to the field for staking some contact 
with Identities 1 and 2, it would appear to have been undesirable 
to have indstructed TEAM to attempt such contacts £ven the 
questionable operational history of Identities 1 and 2. 

10. TEAM was brought to the Ranch training site in the latter part of July 
1953 from its members' various places of residence and given two weeks of 
refresher training consisting oft map and compass problea? ; firing, assembl- 
ing, and disassembling of weapons; marches overland in mountainous areas 
carrying field equipment; first aid; use of concentrated rations; setting up 
and operating the radio set in the field and establishing contact with base. 

In addition the TEAM was given a thorough review of the preparation of D/Z's 
for drops, setting up of reception committees, and storing of arms and equipment 
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TEAM members vere briefed on the general conditions In their area of 
operations, and all essential operational Information gathered by Identity 
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rising in its area and was Informed that no derogatory propaganda should 
be passed out regarding other HTKEIGH teams . TEAM was briefed to collect 
all information regarding military units, Sigurimi, security patrols, 
economic conditions, general unrest among the population, identification 
of supply depots with exact locations, and defection possibilities. In 
the event that some high-level personage desired to leave the country, 

TEAM was Instructed to break up and two members were to escort the defector. 
The code name for exfiltration was "TEAM” and anyone crossing as a result 
Of contact with the team would use "TEAM SPECIAL”, if unaccompanied by any 
team member. 

11. On 12 August 1933 the same 5-meniber SEAM was dispatched In the same 
manner as in 1952 (see Section 5) to the northern Greek frontier area. 

TEAM infiltrated Into Albania overland without a guide on the night of 
15-17 August 1953* TEAM was ambushed at the border two hours later but 
exflltrated without any casualties, in good order and with high morale; 
however, one rucksack containing noa-compromlsing personal equipment was 
lost. Field is requested to f o rwa r d all significant details on the am- 
bush Incident. After this aborted atteopt, TEAM members were returned to 
the Athens area where they vere debriefed by the Operations Section. Hew 
plans were formulated for the second Infiltration attempt, and while waiting 
for the end of the moon period, TEAM was given a refresh er course at the 
Banch site In map, compass, physical training, first aid, message writing, 
reporting, end weapons* 


12. TEAM left Idle Athens area for the border area an 4 September 1953 and 
was successfully infiltrated into Albania without a guide on the night of 
7-8 September. The same transportation and Infiltration system described 
In Section 5 was used. The Greek unit remained in the general area for 
approximately three hours to ensure that all necessary support would be 
afforded the team. 


TEA&^e contacts on this lost mission, along with TEAM'S comments on each 
contact, were as follows : 


identity 21 


Identity 23 
" 24 

" 25 


"Many of the persons listed In Para 3 of CL 112145". 

can ralae 

of or ce or 60 men; the rormer supplied team with food 
and information. 

Can raiee 3 O men. 

Supplied TEAM with Information and cooperation. 

Village guard . 
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AIRBORNE 'e wife - Supplied TEAM with food and acted as a 

contact for TEAM. 

«s*f* n p a ccn^nct TSAJ*. 


Identity 

9 

- Gave services to TEAM and information on 
travel. 


Identity 19 

- Assisted TEAM and supplied information. 


if 

27 

- Leader of a 200-man force. 


ft 

28 

• Supplied TEAM with tobacco and bread. 


M 

29 

- Supplied TEAM with food and lek. 


ft 

30 

- Supplied TEAM with food. 


♦1 

31 

- Contracted for the purpose of procuring lek. 


V 

32 

- Of past service to TEAM. 


n 

33 

- Of past service to TEAM, 


H 

34 

- Provided food and care for AIRBRAKE during 
latter *s illness* 



Traces were run on all names of contacts reported by TEAM with negative 
results . 


COMMENT: The procedure followed throughout the operation, l.e. of 

running a post-mission debriefing of TEAM for contacts made, 
and then running traces on sane, does not seem to have been 
operationally desirable. If a team was sufficiently debriefed 
on its potential contacts before a mission, so that both field 
and Headquarters ' traces could be run, operational security 
would probably be enhanced. If a team had no potential con- 
tacts, but was relying on contacts supplied by the field, this 
procedure, of course, would not be applicable. It is recog- 
nized also that when operational exigencies do sot allow suf- 
ficient time for such traces, the operation may have to go 
ahead without the benefit of such CE support. 

TEAM Betrayal by Identity 29 and the Ambush 


13* TEAM'S first contact with Identity 29 on this infiltration mission, 
took place on 28 September 1993* Identity 29 Inquired if he and AIRSlACK's 
wife (AIRSLACK was a member of Identity 20) could accompany the team to 
Greece when the latter was ready to exfiltrate. The team’,; Header's reply 
was in the negative insofar as AIRSLACK'S wife was concerned and in the 
positive for Identity 29 if base approved. Subject then asked if Identity 
35 could be offered assistance in escaping to Greece. Be further inquired 
if AIRSLACK was expected to return. The date for the next meeting with 
subject was set for 11 October. 







Identity 29 had been contacted by TEAM leader during the periods when be 
(TEAM leader) was employed in the TffiMERSTORM operations. Identity 29 
had at that time offered food and other assistance to the team and was 
believed to be a strong nationalist. How Identity 29 came in contact with 
AIRSlACK's wife is not taown. / v **-'•/ 
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According to TEAM, Identity 29 was known to Identity 00 team But to what 
degree la not known. With respect to Identity 29*0 knowledge of TEAM 

AM ^.^**1 A.— *. X .~ Al ^*14 » M V*. w i. «•*!* ...- A . 

VW WMW V W«f W AU«UW4VJf C> WfcMi UK? W«5X MU XU (fcUJf • 

thing by TEAM about other contacts or the plan of operation. 

Field states that TEAM made numerous contacts and renewed many of its 
contacts from the 1952 operation in the Tresova area during the period 
of SB September - 11 October. Between these dates, Identity 9 warned 
TEAM to avoid contact with Identity 29 but TEAM leader discounted the 
warning because of his past associations with Identity 29 es discussed 
above. 

The planned contact with Identity 29 on 11 October did not take place due 
to Identity 29 *s failure to appear at the prearranged location. 

On 13 October contact was made with Identity 29, after all security pre- 
cautions had been taken. Identity 29 stated that be had spotted soldiers 
moving in the general area but there was no need for worry because he could 
see that the team held a strong position* Identity 29 also Stated that he 
would return an 15 October. In this contact and in the subsequent 15 October 
contact with Identity 29, TEAM set up guards and look-outs in positions 
which would command the general area. In addition they arranged that one 
member of the team would meet Identity 29 and after blindfolding him, lead 
him to the area where the contact was to be made. TEAM stated during its 
debriefings that they were certain that no one had followed Identity 29 
and throughout the conversation with him two of the team members remained 
on guard. 

Identity 29's knowledge of the team's position was that which could have 
been gained by anyone through general observation. Identity 29 was allowed 
to set the date for the next meeting at each contact because be had to mate* 
arrangements to get transportation to Koree and then return. Although this 
was not the ideal way for setting up arrangements, under the circumstances 
the team had no alternative. 

Identity 29 returned to TEAM'S position at 1100 hours on 15 October. Identity 
29 again assured the team it was safe in its present position, end that be 
return in 3 or 4 days . Between 1200 and 1400 hours, TEAM observed 
trucks carrying soldiers, civilians, and police coming toward their position. 
Later that seme day between 1700 and 1900 hours TEAM was surrounded and 
ambushed in the general area of .Trggoya. . AjpR£HE$ separated from the group 
and after three days wandering ih the general area, was able to exfiltrate 
into Greece on 19 October, The remainder of TEAM was ambushed ag a i n cA 
20 October and AIHWJBE became separated from the other three. They ex- 
filtrated successfully on 20 October, end A33WISE was able to cross the 
Greek border on 21 October. 
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TEAM'S belief vets that Identity 29 was the cause of their betrayal. The 
field case officer believes, however, that the team's charge Is based on 

•— «• «——<*» tmivm.4 U 4 . m+4 Jt m. ** <■> » «« J 4. V, 1 4 J3 Jl j» .S i • « « 
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the security forces would have deployed themselves more effectively and 
TEAM would not have been able to escape without loss of a man. 

The CASE of Guide AIBASH 

lb. AIBASH was assigned as a guide to TEAM during the letter's Infiltration 
attempt on the night of 16-17 August 1953* Subject was assigned to TEAM 
upon AXHtnSE's request because of AXBASH's familiarity with the border area 
and team leader's feeling that a new route was desirable, thus necessitating 
the use of a guide. Although AIBASH had no previous border crossing ex- 
perience Insofar as tggent operations were concerned, he claimed to have 
crossed the border often prior to the war and displayed a great deal of 
knowledge concerning it. However, AIBASH did not accompany the team on the 
infiltration attempt for the following reasons: 

a. Upon reaching the border, AIBASH pretended not to know the proposed 
Infiltration area. 

b. AIBASH told TEAM, and TEAM members in their debriefing confirmed bis 
making of the statement, that he had been promised bO gold pounds 
to take the team across and since he had not received it be would 
not guide the team. It should be noted that all TEAM members showed 
no reaction In the I^FLUTTER when asked if AIBASH made the above 
statement aid results were favorable. On the other head, AIBASH 
reacted when questioned about the bo pounds. (OBOPOB operations 
staff bad only promised AIBASH his keep when not on operations, 

and $50 per month while in Albania.) 

c. AIBASH told TEAM that if captured on his exfiltration he would t ail 
all be knew concerning the team. When questioned as to why he would 
allow himself to fall into enemy hands alive, AIBASH was unable to 
answer. 

d . On the night of lb August, AJRtfXSE found 7-8 live rifle shells 
stuck in the ground. According to the field, it is common belief 
among many. Albanians that when a man places live anmunition into 
the ground, be is so afraid that he would not even defend himself 
with a weapon* A2HHESE questioned all the team members regarding 
this act and it became evident that AIBASH was the responsible party. 

Following the above developments, AIRWISE left the border area and handed 
AIBASH SWr to the Greek border unit commander at Pilcectit with a note to 
r ' _^J ; explai n i n g loss of courage as the reason for AIBASH/# 

action. 
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AXBASH was returned to Athens with TEAM members, but was separated fretn them 
upon arrival at the Athens airfield. Subject was oenduoted to a detention 
area where he was debriefed and given an ICFEDTTER, AIBASH was left under 
constant guard until his final disposition because TEAM was to attempt rein- 
filtration at & later date. Arrangements were made with ~~J, office to 

place AIBASH on one of the small Greek islands tinder the control of Greek police 
authorities and on IS September AIBASH was shipped to one of the islands. 

-mm sm 

15. The team was ambushed three timssi (l) throe hours after ah attempted 
infiltration without guide on 22 September 1952s (2) two hours after an attempted 
-infiltration without guide on the night of 16-17 August 1953? and (3) after 
one end one-half months in the country on 15 Gotobsr 1953. 

The first two ambushes may have been the result of accidental encounters 
with opposition patrols or msy have been due to foreknowledge | there is no 
conclusive evidence. Since four of the five men were veterans of the THUNDER* 
STORM operations and lived in the same village when not used operationally, they 
oculd have come to the prior attention of the opposition, particularly if 
they had been indiscreet in their conversations. The fifth man, RKDOILAR, 
had lived at the Form with 15 to 17 agents in 1951 and thus also was well 
known. Both abortive hlack-bardar crossing attempts were exposed to the 
security hazard involved in all such attempts, i*e., potior exposure to the 
Greek Services and particularly to a Greek border outpost (See page 7) • 

However, the first ambush may also have been due tot (a) increased Albanian 
activity due to recent arrests In the general area, or (b) accidental encounter 
with patrol maneuvers in the area (deduced from the use of amoks and fire 
grenades rather than fragmentation grenades) (See page 8). 

There are no details available with respect to the second ambush to enable 
a particularized discus si on to be made of it .three general comments may be 
applicable, however, with respect to the two ambushes t 

(a) It would seem desirable, whenever feasible, to run such missions with 
the aid of cross-border guides. 

(b) Be view of the maty Inherent difficulties involved in a team's being 
A longer training period would Beam more desirable. 


\\\A\V^\\VvV\V^ 
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(c) With respect to the handling of agents wnen there is a period or 
several months between missions, since the principal objective naturally is to 
cut down the chances for the operation to be blown, it would appear desirable, 
despite the added costs, to remove the agents to an area where their opportunity 
for contacts with fellow countrymen would be eliminated as much as possible. 

In ther case of Albanian operations, this would eeem to require the removal of 
such agents from Athens and other Greek areas where there ere Albanians to such 
other areas where there are no or very few Albanians, i.e., Crete, Rhodes, 
Mitylene, Salonika, Ka valla, Tripolls, etc. Mail and long distance telephone 
controls, c op-on- the-beat type observation and periodic case officer visits 
would continue to be among the desirable controls ever the agents at such a 
time. 

With respect to the third ambush, there Is no conclusive evidence that 
Identity 29 was responsible for betraying the teem. Although it appears 
probable that he was, since he was the last outsider to contact the team and 
had been the subject of a previous warning by Identity 9, this does not pre- 
clude an accidental encounter with an opposition patrol. 

16. As stated on page 10, it would appear to have been undesirable to have 
instructed TEAM to contact Identity 2 given the questionable operational 
history of Identities 1 and 2. 

17. As stated on page 12, it would appear to be desirable, when operational 
exigencies do not prevent, to obtain the names of, and information about, 
potential oontaote from team members before a mission, and to run field and 
Headquarters traces beforehand. 

RECOMMEND ATI CSE 

18. In addition to following, when applicable, the recommendations in paragraphs 
15a, 15b, and 17 above, the field is requested I 

i 

a. To furnish Headquarters with background data on Olga Garzouni, the 
elderly woman who occupied Kifissia House # 1 {page 4). 

b. To forward any further obtainable information regarding the reason for 
AlRSPflMftJ classification by the Greeks as a security risk (paragraph 6, page 8). 

c. To darify and forward detailed information on the questions raised in 
paragraph 8 regarding (l) the opposition group which posed as a nationalist 
agent team, and (2) the identification of one of the team's bases. 
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d. To forward all significant details on the ambush incident during the 
night of 16-17 August 1953* particularly whether the patrol encountered was 
larger than usual or ary other indications cf prior disclosure of the infil- 
tration plan (paragraph 11, page 11). 


ADDENDUM 


19* With respect to the surveillance of* and contact with TEAM members during 
their residence at Menidhi between missions fro® about November 1952 to July 
1953* the following information is in amplification of that already given in 
paragraph 8, page 10. 

a. The Alien* a Office surveillance was a cop-on-the-beat type observation 
of the men's activities. 

b. The requirement that the men be available at specific locations for 
ease officer visits at two prearranged periods each day vqb established to 
provide an emergency channel of communication to them since they did not have 
telephones. This emergency meeting system was never used. 

c. The regular meeting system consisted of the team leader's coming to 
Athens from Menidhi, about 15 miles away, to meet his case officer at approx- 
imately 10 day Intervals. The initial contacts were made at some public meet- 
ing place and the conversations were often continued during subsequent auto- 
mobile drives. At these meetings arrangements were made, when desired, flu* 
particular other team members to come to Athens for a meeting with the case 
officer or to be picked up at night by car on the outskirts of Menidhi for such 
a meeting. The emergency communication channel fra® the team leader to the 
oase officer was for the former to use a public telephone to call an operational 
number. 
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HEHTETIES 


Identity 

1 

- APPLB/3 

fr 

2 

- AFFLE/2 

ti 

3 

- APPLE TEAM 

it 

4 

- She fleet GEGA 

i» 

5 

- Petrit AGOLLI 

ir 

6 

- Vait QERIMI, Capt. 

« 

7 

- Colonel BASSO (fun) 

T» 

6 

- Hysen IBRAHIM (of Korce) 

n 

9 

- Rapueh AGOLLI (of Hocan) 

« 

10 

- Sallten HALILI (of Kruebove) 

H 

11 

- Hyaen ASAH (of Kemtheker) 

tl 

12 

- Msrko IRAKLIS (of Zvirin) 

n 

13 

- Tosum MASCE (of Libonik) 

ft 

14 

- let ref EESEH (of Manaatire) 

ti 

15 

- Dilaver HIMETY (of Qencke) 

it 

16 

- Harif HURIY (of Babjen) 

« 

17 

- Ifram MUCO (of Ceelna) 

tt 

18 

- Brahim DAMJMEC 

i) 

19 

* Dilaver ALI (of Zvariaht) or 



Dilaver All ZYARISHT 

ri 

30 

- WILLOW TEAM 

tt 

21 

. Elmos Ratoani SOKALLARI 


22 

- Taip Tafil ZBOGI (of Zbog) 




c^\Vi^v>' 





- If 


HffiNTrCBS Cont'd 


Identity 

23 

- 

Bajraa EEKTASHI (of Tree ova) 

IV 

24 


Rise Koco POUEHA (of Polena) 

n 

25 


Vasil Koco POLSKA (of Polena) 

n 

26 


Toeum HOXHA 

if 

27 

- 

Rlbyan CHASMA 

M 

28 

- 

Bysen Qerim SPAHUA 

ft 

29 

«• 

Adem ZKHELI 

M 

30 


Caush 0SMA5I 

ft 

31 

- 

Safer BBKTASB 

tt 

32 

W 

Shef SHAHINIT 

11 

33 

4HR 

Xhefer KDBHEUT 

n 

34 

- 

Bektaah Demir ZBOGI 


35 


Mihal FORCEU 
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